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EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND PRIMARY SCHOOL “NTRA. SRA. DE LOS ÁNGELES” EL ESPARRAGAL (MURCIA)

The Early Childhood Education and Primary School Ntra. Sra. de los Ángeles is located in the Murcian district of El Esparragal. Over the last few years, we have witnessed quite a few very significant changes in our community. What used to be a traditional town in the fertile, irrigated region of Murcia, with a basically agricultural economy and a mostly native-born population, has quickly become an area that attracts many new residents who have no prior connection to the district. Unlike other towns, most newcomers have moved into residential areas that are not part of the town center, which is why El Esparragal still maintains its distinctive character in spite of the current trends towards uniformity. This is the reason why the villagers consider the school as their own, regarding it as the heart of the community, and do not even consider the possibility of attending other schools. Another important change is the arrival of immigrants from other countries, albeit not in large numbers and with good levels of integration. In this regard, it is worth noting that our school has become a social laboratory for diversity, where students from the traditional families of El Esparragal live together in harmony with immigrants and residents from the new housing developments and, therefore, with people from a rich variety of socioeconomic classes. Far from a problem, we consider this to be an advantage, as it gives our students the opportunity to learn how to live in a multicultural society that requires them to adapt to and respect diversity. Furthermore, the fact that a good number of parents collaborate and take part in the activities that we organize at the school strengthens the relationship between the old and the new families of El Esparragal. 
       The school has a staff of 19 teachers and serves children from 3 to 11 years of age (200 pupils), divided into 9 classrooms: Six are located in the Primary School Building and the other three in the Early Childhood Education Building. We also feature a Library, a Plumier Computer Laboratory, a Technology and Arts Room, a Music Room, and a Multipurpose Room. 
· This is a public school,supported by public funds.

· The school isn’t associated with any particular religious faith, and it is respectful of all creeds and ideologies.
· We are a Center for Integration. 
· We pay special attention to Diversity.

· Our guiding principle is coeducation; we reject any kind of sex-based discrimination and advocate the promotion of attitudes that compensate for the sociocultural discrimination present in the world today.

· Our working plan is detailed in the Center’s Curriculum Project, which is revised every year.

· The school is currently working on a number of projects, including the following: The Plumier Computer Laboratory Project (Introducing the Application of Computer Science to Education), Artistic Expression Workshops in Early Childhood Education, Reading Promotion Project, Experimental School Library Plan, Health Education Project, Science Week Project, and Green Schools Project.
Over the last few years, we have received several awards in recognition for projects aimed at developing our school library (open to the entire Educational Community) and the promotion of reading:

· 2003 National Award for Educational Research and Innovation, awarded by the Department of Education and Science for the Reading Promotion project: “Arabian Nights”.
· 2005 National Award for Ideas for School Library Improvement and Innovation Projects, awarded by the Department of Education and Science.

· “Projects for Coeducation” 2006 Award from the Institute for the Advancement of Women from the Region of Murcia for the Web Quest “Women in History.” 
· 9th Prize in the 2008 ICT Contest (Multimedia Resources for Teachers) from the Ministry of Education, Trainning and Employment of the Regional Government of Murcia for the Web Quest “El cantar de Mío Cid [The Song of My Lord].”
· Public Recognition Award for Good Practice from the FAPA (Federation of Parent Associations in the Region of Murcia) “Juan González” for the 2009 Library Project.

For more information, please visit our website: 

www. ceip-nsangeles.com

e-mail: sibaritamur@hotmail.com

mdolores.sanz2@educarm.es
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